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June 18th, 2026

Re: Getting Major Projects Built in Canada discussion paper and its implications for the Species
at Risk Act

We are writing to express our strong concern about a proposal in the federal government’s
recent discussion paper titled “Getting Major Projects Built in Canada”, published on May 8,
2026. The discussion paper frames the proposed legislative, regulatory and policy changes as a
means to bolster Canada’s economy and sovereignty. However, there are risks associated with
the proposed changes including significant environmental harm, undermining of Indigenous and
even Charter rights, and erosion of public trust in the government’s will and ability to protect the
environment.

While we have serious concerns with many proposals in the discussion paper, one warrants the
immediate attention of British Columbia’s members of parliament. Proposal 6(8) would grant
cabinet the power to override section 73(3)(c) of the Species at Risk Act (SARA), known as the
“jeopardy clause” and approve projects that have been determined to jeopardize the survival or
recovery of endangered species. Section 6(8) states:

“Giving the GIC limited power, with a high threshold to be met, to exempt specific
projects from the application of the jeopardy test for species at risk, but only if it’s in the
public interest and if the proponent has made all reasonable efforts to avoid or reduce
impacts on at-risk species.”

While strengthening Canada’s economy and sovereignty is an important objective, exempting
projects from the jeopardy clause would dismantle one of the few legal safeguards that requires
decision-makers to determine whether a project could push a species closer to extinction. The
proposed change would replace a mandatory, science-based assessment with a discretionary
political decision. This change would effectively transfer the responsibility for protecting SARA-
listed species from the responsible minister/s to Cabinet, thereby increasing the risk that short-
term political considerations could override the survival and recovery needs of endangered
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wildlife. Weakening environmental safeguards is also unlikely to accelerate major project
approvals and may instead have the opposite effect by increasing legal uncertainty, public
opposition, and conflict, ultimately delaying, rather than accelerating, these projects.

Removing or weakening this protection would have serious consequences for endangered
wildlife, including Southern Resident killer whales — a population of whales that is culturally
significant to many First Nations, iconic to British Columbia and endeared by the public. Recent
media reports suggest that these whales may be the primary target of the proposal being put
forward in the discussion paper.

Only 74 Southern Resident killer whales remain. The federal government’s 2024 imminent
threat assessment concluded that without meaningful reductions in threats, their recovery and
survival may become unlikely - or even impossible.

Recovery depends on sufficient Chinook salmon, quieter waters, and a healthy marine
environment. Unfortunately, the measures to protect these whales have not been adequate and
the threats they face continue to worsen. Vessel traffic on Canada’s Pacific coast is projected to
increase by approximately 60 percent over the next 15 years, much of it in the Salish Sea.
Existing shipping activity, including from the Trans Mountain Expansion Project, has already
increased underwater noise and disturbance in critical habitat, further disrupting the whales’
ability to find food. Promises made by past governments to address these threats — such as the
commitment in 2019 to create a cumulative impact management program in the Salish Sea to
reduce threats — have not been kept. An independent expert panel comprising government and
non-government scientists from both Canada and the US recommended a series of recovery
measures that have yet to be adopted.

This is a non-partisan issue that is important to the vast majority of British Columbians and
Canadians. We urge you, as a representative of British Columbians, to oppose the proposed
gutting of environmental laws, including any weakening of section 73(3)(c) of the Species at
Risk Act, and to defend the protections that stand between endangered wildlife and extinction.
We implore you to stand with millions of Canadians for whom strong endangered wildlife
protections -including those for Southern Resident killer whales- are not an obstacle to
prosperity, but a measure of it.

Canada does not have to choose between a strong economy and a living planet. Real
leadership ensures we achieve both. We hope we can count on your leadership and support.
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https://www.thestar.com/politics/federal/carney-government-proposal-targets-extinction-protections-for-endangered-killer-whales-off-bc-coast/article_f0da6bac-3a97-43a3-91e4-d9578503b04f.html
https://www.thestar.com/politics/federal/carney-government-proposal-targets-extinction-protections-for-endangered-killer-whales-off-bc-coast/article_f0da6bac-3a97-43a3-91e4-d9578503b04f.html

Sincerely,

Caitlin Birdsall
Executive Director
Marine Education and Research Society

Chris Genovali
Executive Director
Raincoast Conservation Foundation

Michael Jasny
Director, Marine Mammal Protection Project
Natural Resources Defense Council

Sarah McNeil

Executive Director

Canadian Parks and Wilderness Society
British Columbia Chapter

Karen Saunders
Vice President, Wildlife & Industry
WWF-Canada

Janie Wray
Executive Director
North Coast Cetacean Society

June 18, 2026

Beatrice Frank
Executive Director
Georgia Strait Alliance

Aaron Hill,
Executive Director
WatershedWatch Salmon Society

Muhannad Malas
Director of Law Reform
Ecojustice

Erin Roger
Director of Nature
David Suzuki Foundation

Julia Hill Sorochan
Executive Director
SkeenaWild Conservation Trust

Karen Wristen
Executive Director
Living Oceans Society



