
S,DÁYES FlYcatchEr ForESt
a land acquisition initiative on North Pender Island

Raincoast Conservation Foundation and the Pender 

Islands Conservancy Association have partnered to 

purchase a 13 acre conservation property on North 

Pender Island. This initiative was launched in response 

to widespread ecological degradation throughout 

the Gulf Islands and within the Coastal Douglas-fir 

biogeoclimatic zone. This is the smallest and least 

protected of 16 such zones in British Columbia and has 

the highest rate of land conversion. 

The land, now known as S,DÁYES Flycatcher Forest, 

is representative of this globally rare forest type. Its 

acquisition is the first in a larger effort to maintain 

contiguous forests and resilient habitats across Pender 

Islands. Once purchased, the land will be protected by a 

covenant and managed to maximize ecological integrity 

and resilience. It will become a community asset as a site 

for learning, research, and connecting with nature. 

SaFEguarDINg EcologIcal INtEgrItY through acquISItIoN 

DoNatE aND hElP uS SaFEguarD S,DÁYES FlYcatchEr ForESt
www.penderconservancy.org
erin.obrien7500@gmail.com

www.raincoast.org
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Pender Islands are part of the Traditional Territory 

of WSÁNEĆ people. Often referred to as ‘Salt Water 

People’, the interface of sea and land within the Salish 

Sea are irrevocably intertwined in WSÁNEĆ identity 

and culture. Though winters were spent largely on 

the Saanich peninsula, summers were spent travelling 

throughout the Gulf Islands. In SENĆOŦEN, Pender 

Islands are known as S,DÁYES.

The property is representative of rare and increasingly 

threatened Coastal Douglas-fir forests and associated 

habitats, such as the hardhack- Sitka sedge wetland. 

The land forms the edge of one of the few remaining 

contiguous forest patches on North Pender Island, 

stretching from the Magic Lake Estates subdivision to 

the Gulf Islands National Park Reserve. These forests are 

habitat for native songbirds and the wetland is a nesting 

site for numerous bird species. Olive-sided flycatchers, 

in particular, find their homes in the fringes of forests 

bordering wetlands and have been federally listed as 

‘threatened’ due to habitat loss and ongoing population 

declines. Gulf Islands forests are among the few places 

these birds are thriving. As a species linking forests and 

wetlands, the Flycatcher has become the namesake of 

the place we are calling S,DÁYES Flycatcher Forest.

thE cultural aND EcologIcal SIgNIFIcaNcE oF S,DÁYES FlYcatchEr ForESt

ProtEctINg a thrEatENED EcoSYStEm
Securing this property helps protect a globally 

rare and threatened ecosystem. It also increases 

opportunities for community stewardship and local 

research. These efforts will build environmental 

protection policies throughout the Gulf Islands. 

Supporting our investment in this property means you 

are making a personal investment in biodiversity and 

ecological resilience around the Salish Sea. Let’s work 

together to preserve these places for today, tomorrow, 

and future generations. 



Entering the property, a stately grove of maturing 

Western red cedar stands sentinel. Altered soil 

chemistry from years of falling cedar foliage generates 

a rolling, open forest floor from which these trees 

emerge.  Continuing onward, oceanspray, bigleaf maple, 

and red alder lead the way to a wetland surrounded 

by species like horsetail and skunk cabbage. A carpet 

of salal and sword fern mark the beginning of the 

coastal Douglas-fir and arbutus stands that encircle the 

wetland. Climbing through the forest, the wetland leads 

to a rocky arbutus ridge populated by plants typical 

of Coastal Douglas-fir forests like hairy honeysuckle, 

dull Oregon grape, rattlesnake-plantain orchids, Pacific 

sanicle and bunchberry. 

In the summer, S,DÁYES Flycatcher Forest is bustling with 

families of yellow-rumped warblers, American robins, 

hairy and downy woodpeckers, red-breasted sapsuckers, 

and barred owls. At dawn, the forest fills with the songs 

of Swainson’s thrushes, Pacific wrens, orange-crowned 

warblers, western tanagers, house finches, Cassin’s 

vireos, dark-eyed juncos, spotted towhees, Pacific-slope 

flycatchers and many more. Brown creepers, red-breasted 

nuthatches, golden-crowned kinglets and chestnut-

backed chickadees forage in the furrowed bark of 

Douglas-fir trees.

Even at the peak of summer, the standing water speaks 

to the storage capacity of the wetland and surrounding 

soils, creating an oasis for Pacific chorus frogs, beavers, 

muskrats, Wilson’s warblers, and olive-sided flycatchers. A 

stream links the wetland to a neighbouring pond and the 

larger Buck Lake Reservoir watershed. On the east side of 

the wetland, a mature Douglas-fir overlooks the younger 

forest. Though most trees within S,DÁYES Flycatcher 

Forest are classified as “young,” once protected, they will 

be the old forests of the future.

a walk through thE ForESt

quIck FactS
 » Located on North Pender Island, abutting the Magic 

Lake subdivision where the majority of the Island’s 
population live.

 » 13 acres of maturing Coastal Douglas-fir forest 
that surrounds a wetland and connects to a 
contiguous woodland, reducing fragmentation from 
development.

 » Supports an abundant and diverse bird population 
with preliminary surveys identifying 35 species.

 » 5,465m² wetland has significant hydrological value 
as part of the Buck Lake Reservoir watershed, which 
supports the water supply for a majority of the 
homes on North Pender Island. 



how You caN hElP

www.penderconservancy.org
erin.obrien7500@gmail.com

Raincoast and Pender Islands Conservancy need to 

raise $395,000 by April 2021. If you want to support the 

protection of the S,DÁYES Flycatcher Forest you can 

make a tax deductible donation to either organization. 

Please contact us for more information or donate 

through our websites.

www.raincoast.org
www.raincoast.org/forest  
shauna@raincoast.org

IN PErSoN
Visit the Pender Islands Conservancy Nature Centre at 
Hope Bay to donate in person: we accept cash, card or 
cheque payments.

Pender Islands Conservancy 
P.O. Box 52, Pender Island BC 
V0N 2M0 Canada

Raincoast Conservation Foundation 
P.O. Box 2429, Sidney BC 
V8L 3Y3 Canada


