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An opportunity and responsibility to contribute
to cougar conservation:

B The British Columbia (BC) cougar population is a remnant population of a
once larger network of populations across North and South America.

B Given the abundance of wilderness and cougars remaining in BC,
the province provides an important opportunity for global cougar conservation.

Lon g -term conservation B At present, the BC government does not have sufficient ecological data or
) a comprehensive cougar management strategy.
strat egies for BC cougars M In anticipation of a new provincial management plan, British Columbians have

a promising opportunity and serious obligation to contribute to cougar conservation.

should include education and Our vision & the challenges of collaboration

awareness efforts, habitat without compromise:
) B Several challenges prevent harmony among science-, advocacy-, and
protection and freedom from management-based approaches to cougar conservation and welfare.

To address these challenges, our vision is founded on:

(over)exploitation.

B the precautionary principle
B ‘best’ principles in contemporary Conservation Biology

B emerging ethics related to human-carnivore relationships

Conservation assessment and conservation strategies:

B Based on our review of cougar ecology, research and management in BC and
elsewhere, our forthcoming report will provide a comprehensive conservation
assessment and framework for a science-based conservation plan.

B We conclude that current provincial management policies, which depend on
hunting regulations only, are inadequate to protect cougar populations and
habitat in the long term.

‘Best’ principles of precautionary harvest management:

M If cougar hunting is permitted in BC, the best available science recommends:

(1) low, male-only quotas
(2) management in a metapopulation framework">*?

(3) establishment of no-hunting refuge zones?

Literature cited: (4) the abolishment of pursuit-only seasons, based on ecological and ethical
considerations.
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